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USMISSION GENEVA 
UNCLAS OECD PARIS 16026 
ECOTO 013 
E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EGEN, OVIP ( CASEY, WILLIAM J.) OECD, EDON, EFIN, ETRD 
SUBJECT: OECD MINISTERIAL COUNCIL: HIGHLIGHTS SECGEN' S PRESS 
CONFERENCE 

1. SUMMARY: SECGEN VAN LENNEP 1 S PRESS CONFERENCE CONCERNED 
PRIMARILY WITH INFLATION, ENERGY POLICIES AND ONLY TO 
SMALL EXTENT WITH PAYMENTS. SECGEN DID NOT GO BEYOND 
COMMUNIQUE IN ANSWERING, AND HE TURNED ASIDE SEVERAL 
REPORTERS ATTEMPTS TO RAISE QUESTIONS ON SPECIFIC 
SOLUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL MONETARY SUBJECTS, ESPECIALLY 
RE DOLLAR SUPPORT. END SUMMARY. 

2. HE STRESSED THAT ATTACK ON INFLATION BEING INTENSIFIED 
BY MEMBERS, WHO WERE PUTTING MORE STEAM INTO OECD 

WORK THRU MORE ACTIVE FOLLOW AND INTENSIFIED SURVEILLANCE OF 
MEMBERS' POLICIES. VAN LENNEP NOTED THAT RESPONSIBILITY TO 
FIGHT INFLATION BEGINS AT HOME, BUT SMALL COUNTRIES CONTINUE 
TO DEPEND ON WHAT BIG COUNTRIES DO. 

3. ENERGY: IN INTRODUCING COMMUNIQUE, SECGEN SAID 
MINISTERS PUT PRIORITY ON MECHANISMS TO DEAL WITH 
POSSIBLE ENERGY SHORTAGES AND NEED TO DISCUSS DIVERSI- 
FICATION OF ENERGY SOURCES. HE NOTED COOPERATIVE 
SPIRIT WITH WHICH MEMBERS WERE ADDRESSING SUBJECT OF 
INCREASING REVENUES OF OIL PRODUCERS, WHICH HAD ALREADY 
BEEN DISCUSSED IN WP-3. IN QUESTION PERIOD, MINISTERIAL 
CHAIRMAN LOPEZ BRAVO SAID THAT OECD WOULD TRY TO REDUCE 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OIL PRODUCERS AND CONSUMING COUNTRIES. 

VAN LENNEP, ASKED WHETHER MINISTERS HAD DISCUSSED 

" PRESIDENT NIXON' S PROPOSALS FOR CLOSER COOPERATION 
AMONG CONSUMERS ", SAID THERE WAS NO PARTICULAR DISCUSSION 
BY THE MINISTERS OF PARTICULAR PROPOSALS FOR COOPERATION. 

HE ADDED THAT MORE DETAILED DISCUSSIONS WILL BE TAKIN PLACE NEXT 
WEEK IN OIL COMMITTEE. 
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4. PAYMENTS: IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS WHETHER MINISTERS 
HAD DISCUSSED GISCARD' S CALL TO DEFEND PARITIES, VAN LENNEP 
SAID THAT THIS HAD NOT BEEN DISCUSSED BY THE MINISTERS AT THE 
MEETING. HE ALSO SAID THAT EXCHANGE RATES BY THEMSELVES COULD 
NOT ESTABLISH SATISFACTORY PATTERN INTERNATIONAL PAYMENTS BUT 
THAT APPROPRIATE POLICIES INFLUENCING THE ADJUSTMENT PROCESS- 
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DEMAND MANAGEMENT, ANTI- INFLATION, MONETARY POLICIES - WERE 
ALSO NECESSARY. REUTERS ASKED IF ANY PROGRESS MADE TOWARD 
DEFINING 

NEW BASIC REFERENCE UNIT FOR INTERNATIONAL CURRENCIES ON 
CONVERTIBLE BASIS. SECGEN SAID MINISTERIAL MEETING WAS USED FOR 
INFORMAL DISCUSSION BUT IT WAS NOT THE OBJECTIVE OF THE MEETING 
TO LEAD TO THIS PARTICULAR CONCLUSION. THIS WAS A SUBJECT 
FOR C-20. CASEY 
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